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The flrst issue enjoyed a modsrated
here I am sticking my neck out again.
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Cartoons thls time are by LEMSH {(that'a Ron Tleoulman, to the
uninitiated). (Hae anyone heard fronx hin recontly? I heard he
was belrg transferred =-- to San Diego, I bellzve -- TLut naven't
heard from him sinea. I'd like to gelt his current addiress, g0
could anyone help me out?) Those of ycu wiic wore so fortunate as
to receilve a copy ‘of ny Tapazine, HCO, will notlice something famillar
about the cartcons. My excuse goes something 131 this: T had used
these same ENMSH cartcons in malking up HCO several months ago and had

since been impstiently walting {or the WQ'LLC“ 12 appear. Just re-
cently I decided that the Tapa mailing wazn't ing to materiallze
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80 I thought I might as well use the cartoorn s in thisz issue of CONFAB,
NS

Well, no sooner had I gotten them on masters ZNn..eo.that's right,
the ‘Taps malling showed up....soo0occ the cartcons get printed twice,
But I still think they can stand the reprint. Alsc, CONFAB hag
qulte a tit bigger clrculation than BEOO,...well, a 1llttle bigger,
anyhow. A4nd bosides, what else could I {0....sus myself for plagar-
iam?

I'm a bit skeptlcal of the printed (or dittoed, if you want to
be technical) outcome of this first page. I ran out of my old fav~
orite Columbia masters and had to resort to a Carter Clszncoat that's
been laying around. They have a silvery somethlng over the carbon
that's suppcsed to prevent smudging bub my previcus experience had
been that it kept the carbon off the master just as effectively vhen

you wanted 1t on. Very disgruatlling. Ilope thls try tuwrns out better.

Also, as an experiment, I typed pages 2, 3 and 4 with the typer ribbon

in the "off" position and the rest of the isgue WLtl the ribbon "on".
The "off" method mey give a gharper print but i%'s shesr murder try-

ing to see what you've typed wilth that whlte-on-whlte. Mngd Iy glasses

arae thick enougzh as 1t 1s.

I was slightly intrigued by the fact that nearly all the
lettere received ccmmenting on the first CONFAE were from the older
fans -~ past thelr thens, anyway. hat may be an indication of

e

something or cother, but I'm not sure just what 1t iz, Maybe the old
birds flocking together? Or are the older Tans more interested in
this type of a 2ine? Or maybe ths older fans are stlll the mnost
actlve., hmmm?

A-counle of the letters have menticned the fact that letter-
zines have been tried before and haven't had much success. While
I haven'’t had the opportunity to see any cther letterzines, I had
heard that some hadn't turned out too well. PBui I 3till like the
idea of a letterzine and stlll think there's room for one in current

(iiore on the bottom of page 1l.)
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oeoald hsre are some of the
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G, M. CARR, 8325 -~ 5lst H. W., Seattle 7, Wash.

sultchiag your ampubbing to CONFAB, and especlially
? the edltorial policy expressed therein. (Pliz
excuse lcousy typing - em standing on broken ankles (fe=ls like) and
typing with bro
Grandson #1 whi nother and father presented me with Grandson
2. M T 8 O P e 1y dasclined o be fooled into pubbing for
money by the dslusion that it was "paying for 1izelf'® thereby....
Out~and~out exchansling is orobably the most return one can expect
from one's hobby -~ and certainly the most sensible and logleal.
After 211, who gives & darn abcout a fanzine editor's oplnions about
anythling -- except another fanzine edltor? Or who is lnterested in
the contents of a fanzine, except the publisher of another fanzlne?
(and 2 ccuple of good-natured friende nlus a few cager-beaver neofen
soon to be bliten themselves...)

Your remerks about the flexibility of ditto as a publlshing
mediuvum are very interesting. I've been beginning to won- .
der about that myselfl. Actuzlly, I presume that the
ideal thing weculd s Lo have accsss to noth kinds --
ditto and mimeo -- and do the text on mimec and the
illos 1n color on ditto. Nec matter how well 1t is
done, that purple stuif IS difficult to read.
Probably because we &are so thaoroughly conditioned
to black print and thin iettsrs. The purple
letters are both pale and guite & bit wider (as
in mimec but not so ncticeably) end leaves a
vague uneasiness in the reader. At least in
this reader 1t does. By the way. have yocu
seen that new 1little zine INFINITY? Charles
Harris 1s the editor, or at least one of
the editors. Thig little fmz has
done & remariavle job o coabhin-
ing hectoed illos with minmeled
text. Not only iz the zZrt-
work beautlfully dene in meny
colors, but the copy I mot wes
extremely clear and non-Iuzziy
for hecteo. It glves & mood
idea of what could be done by
using ditto and mimeo.

I'm forwarding & copy
of my fapazine as my exchangg:::ﬁ“ _
for CONFAB. I was undsr the — "
impression, Bob, that you {
were a member c¢f fapa, but &
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guick glance at the roster dil. . i 0w your name. I hope you get a
kick out of it. Ghu knows it cerininly isn't much like GEM TONES (
(because FAPA actually isn't very nuch liie SAPS).

I was qulte interested to note that you are in your late
twenties....for some reason I was under the lmpressicn that MOTE
was produced by an exceptionally bright 16-yr oid. (Now doan'lt bite
ny head off. After all, SOL was produced by an exceptionally bright
1l4-yr old..

Good luck with your new tradezine.... I think you'll enjoy
this one & heck of a lot more than you 4id MOTE.

PS: D14 anybody else mention how much thish resembles
V. McCain's REVIEW?

((Glad to hear that you approve of my swiich in zines.
When I first consldered the change, I was & litit.e uncertain
about the reactions. Bub, so far, I've had enough favorable
comments to make me glad I've taken the »lunge. # I never
was lucky enough to make MOTE pay for 1ltself....far from 1it,
in fact. At the best, I guess the cash subkors naid about
one-third of the costs of postage. paper, ditito masters, etc.
And that's not even considering the cost of the dilite, cor-
respondence concerning the zine and a lot of other expenses.,
So I've deflnltely convinced myself that, with rere exceptlons,
subzines aren't paying proposltions. # No, I'm not in FAPA
or SAPS elther, but I have consldered the idea. But what I
can’t qulte fathom is that you, of 21l peopls, are now in
FAPA. I thought you were a2 stauvnch SAPS member. Wha' hoppen?
# I haven't seen INFINITY as yet but have heard some mighty
favorable things aboui 1t. Take & bow, Charles Harris, you've
been complimented on your hektolng by G. M. Carr and I would
considsr that hlgh praise indeed. Without having seen any
examples of mimeo-dltto printing, I'd think it would give very
creditable results but poerish ithe thoughit of having to cut two
masters (or stencils) for each page end haeving to run each
page twice. Once of each is enough for me now. I might have
tackled something like that a year or two ago when I was full
of neofannish zeal, but no more, thank you. # We may well be
“esothoroughly conditloned to black print..." but I like to
use the word "prejudlced" in ay definse of the noble ditte. #
1’11 make my comment on that "...exceptionally bright 16-yr
old..." business after this next letter.))
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"It sure 1s something to have to struggle Just to be medlocre.”
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CHARLES 1.EE RIDDLE, 108 Dunham St., Norwich, Conn.

when I recelved word that you had folded up MOTE and were
wishing to exchange your successor to 1t for PEON and others, I was
so mad that I said I wouldn't even think of exchanging PEON for any-
thing else you put out. You see, although I may not have let you
know it, I enjoyed MOTE extremely well. Perhaps it was the mature
thinking that was shown throughout 1t, and I sald to myself, here 1is
one youngster that would go far in fandom.
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Little did I realize i3 o ouzre almogt as 0l as me--28!
(I'm 31 now and still have lots o. iiie zhead, &s you probably know.)
And all this time I thought you ware around 16. Oh well, shows you
how wrong you can be aboul particuler types of people, doessn’'t it?

At any rate, CONFAB has arrived, and I llke it jusi about as
much as MOTE... Hope you have lots of luck with a letterzine, but
I had bad luck when I tried tc make PEON into one the firsi year of
publication., Now, after six years of pubbing PEON the way it cur-~
rently is, I don't think I could change....

((Maybe I shouldn't have revealed my age in the Tirst
1ssue and just let everyone go on thiaking that I was a 16—
year-~old. At least that way, should I pull an exceptlonal
boner, it would Just be blamed on my youth =2nd inexperlence,
but now the least I can expect 1ls being accused of being old
enough to know better. £h, fandom... Bubt since I have let
the proverblal cat oulbt of the proverblal bag, I might as well
add a few more facts to clear the mlsconcepiions a bit. For
one thing, that I have a girl and & boy (age slx and four);
also a wife who doesn't care to have me glve her age. I
wasn't so fortunate as to snare a wife who was also a faaaan,
but I must admit that she 1s the next besct pcssibility--that
1s, a2 wife who patiently tolerates mg fritiering away my time
on things fannish when I could be dolng something useful like
fixing that chair that's been broken for the past year or more.
# I wasn't too sure about how to talke that "...exzceptlonally
bright 16-yr old..." buziness, GM, but I'll jJjuct assume 1t was
complimentary and let it go at that. Actually, physicel age
isn't any indicatlon of mental age so who knows how I would
compare to an exceptionally bright 16-gr old?))
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"Even if you are a member of the antl-fan-I{iction club you can still

ub fiction. You just have to say you don't 1llke it."
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DENIS MOREEN, 214 Ninth St., Wilmette, Ill.

ool can understand your posltion re CON vs MOTE; of course,
an 1deal set-up would be to have both. Which lan’t too much of an
You think so? Wait and see! Your writing doesn’t

: aeem as natural as in Smug & Grey,
but that comes with time. Don't
strive for big issues. Keep the
glze down and come oul oftener and
make everyone happier.

((Publish both MOTE and
CONFAB? You're a glutton for
punishzent, boy. My punlishment,
that 1is. Nco thanks.! I can keep
busy enrough with just one zine.
# Maybe the reascn the writing
’ in CONFAB isn't sc natural is
" ' ms a ' man" that I'm more the on-natural
R ok fman CRRSLIONSHES oL pRs tyoe than Wells or Magnus?))
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RICHARD GEIS, 2531 N. Missiaslippl, Fortiend 12, Cregon

So here I am typing thls on my day off with a raging cold
cloggling up my head boine and sniifles anc coug h regularly inter-
rupting my thought train. Fear not, though, I will keep on working
on PSY up to and beyond my death bed. Witn ny **-~

reputation for coming out monthly, it "onlw nov
do to falter now. Sitill, February 19
a short month. Doesn't seem falr.
CONFAB is & nice thing that C lx
I hope developes 1nto the zine you 5‘\\\ cf‘i)
want. By all means try to make £\ ‘/\
it into a letterzine. But keep  \{ <§:%% \ ) Jﬂg;
’

one or two pages feor editorlals. zl ”/

After all, you've goi to have Y } , o
gsome space L0 print provoc- »wﬂ (’\
atlve statements and in- ///f "/

flamatcry vievs. / A {
Off hand 1I'd say not ;Lm"wﬂwu—ﬂwi

/to conslder covers toco ser- /§;f.\v/’:>\} \
/ 1ously. They are nice when /\ §i3%;§W °)

| you can affcrd the rela-

tively large amouant of / Nals o e

space they take, but with § == ~“’“"‘\)

a zine that will only run ’)“::::f? /7/ )’

6-10 pages and is not 7x

formaliy a sut-zine, then ‘““(2;_ ;

1'd say that covers would s ?so I oz to him..."
be sort of nalaprop. Af- ¥

ter all, what 1g the g

function of a cover drawing? In the p;orosslonxL zines 1% io obwvi~
ous, but in the amateur =zines...zh, there ia n=zat guestlion. Hany

faneds have a pceudo~pro type ccver on thelr fanzines because they
are probably subconclously imitezing the prezinegc: they admlre cne
or more of the pros very much and mlsn o assgoc o M~"l"= fanzire
with them. A nice form of flattery, I suppoge, Hui not too intel-
ligent when 1% comes %o considering the func icn of the cover on af
fanzines.

Now that I've cast the Tirst stone, I mighi zs well throw the

Mnext: since fanzines usuzlly aren't sold in compebtitl o“ anJUth

why have & cover at all? No one can zo down to the ns tand °nd
choose between VEGA, SFB, PSY, etc., &0 why the pursy covors?

You may think I've gottsen myself intc a hole because PSY ha
covers of (I think) e purty tyve. How, you szy, can I logﬁcu&ly
condemn covers if I run them myself? Well...the dliferernce is in
intent. The covers on PSY are not iatended to lure readers and nake
them pay money except indirectly; they are lntended to make the zine
more pleasing to the eyes and minds of the readers. II lots of
readers like the type covers I run 1I‘ll get good reviews and meations,
and then 1t 1s to be hoped that fans who haven't secen PSY wlll send
for soms. woo, it glves artists a chance to comment, numorously or
othervise, on the fannish or sclencefictional sceng. Aind leave us
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“not forget that to a certain cxlsat, & sub-zine ig a pro-zine. AND

covers present another way for the sditor to express his perscnallay.

Somehow I feel 1've botched ihe argument, but I said something
of what I wanted to say anyway.

If I was a drinklng man I could challange your statement that
PSY "...shows a rather wry edltorial sense of hunor...". I could
say, "Wrong, Bob, you should have sald 'ryc sense of humor'".

I awvalt with fear and frothing tne “bill for that magniflicent
plug last issue. Have mercy old man, remenber I have to pay taxes
too.) Thanks for the plug anyway, even if I do have to pay for it
(sob).

For your information, dad, I'11 be 27 on July 19th. Pray for
me...1'm getting old.

((I really shoulaﬂ t have printed that second nuragruph
of your letter....you're giving away my secrets. That's just
what I had in mind. # I suppose that covers would look a
bit out of place on a zine of this kind. I’m certainly not
golng to worry about whether each issus doss or does not have

W Q a cover. If I have & cover 11lo that I like and have the am-

LR bition to put 1t on 2 master (or can cosrce the artist to do

it on master), I may use an occasional cne. # Actually,
you've given both the pro and the con argunents about the
subject of fanzlne covers...so you've left me without an
argument to stand on...almost. Seems to me like the desir-
abllity (o lack of same) of having covers on fanzines would
depend mostly on the type of zine the od was trylng to put

) out. The small informal zine probably wouldn't nnea a cover

while the larger and more pretcaticus one would e lost

\ without one. The cover {or the absence of ons) on a2 fanzine

can do a lot to nelp the faned put across the ldsg behind h*s
mag...Lf thers 1s one. Andé if hoe wants to malle use of th
fact. (Of course, there are a let of covers that would hwve
looked botter laft blank, but thet's another matier agein.)
# "Rye sense of humor..."? Hmam. If I was a Crenuell or a

Willis I'd have a pun to top that, but at the moment # can't

1
|
YR think of a thing. # OGareful who you 're calling "dad", son.

You'd qualify for membership 1n tho Fan-Dads yourself. In-
terested? Naturally, your membersihlp includes a supply of
official club statlonary carrylng the Fan~Dads' coat-of-

arms....crossed crutches on a background of fanzines. Very

useful in distinguishing yourself from the 16-;oar-clds.))
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"The Psa never says anything witty. He's just a deaf old man."
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hisDD BOGGS, 2215 Benjamin St. N.E., Minnsapolis 18, mMinn.

s oThe rise of Smug, Grey, and now Conizab, 1s bewlldering, to
say the least, and it willl take a canier Herodotus than I to gay ex-
actly what trends in fandom they are products of, but the fact that
all are small, limited circulatlon magazines indicates that they aim
at pleasing a small, intimate inner circle, not everybhody, as SIB
did. It's gcing to be interestlng to see just how amuch influence
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your mag, and Magnus' andg weltic', 111 have. If they have ccnslder-
able influence, 1t will be becaousc Tandom is shrinking.

Your item "‘the iIrends in Trends" set me to thinking awnile.
Since I re-entered fandom in 1946, zfter several years 1ln service,
there have only been three leading fanzines wnlch were the foecal
points and rallying polnts of fandom during thelr careers. These
were Vamplre (Joe Kennedy), which folded around the first of 1947;
Spacewarp (Art H. happ), which lasted as a suvzine from March 1947
to July 1950; and Quandry (Lee Hoffman), which began in July 1950
and folded in the autumn of 1953. The fact that they were the real,
though unofficlal, voice of fandom in the prime of their 1life 1is
something that appears most clearly through hindsight. In thelr day
other important fanzines were being putlished, many of them even
better than the ones named above. For instance, in Vamplire's day
there were Shangri-L'Aftaires and Scientifictionistu; in Warp's day
there were The Gorgon and Dream (uest; Q's riwvals included Slant,
Jopsla, Opus, and hhodomagnetlic Digest.

Why, then, are Vamp, YWarp and Q the apparent leaders of thelr
day? I can’'t belleve that 1t was sheer colncidence that one rose in
promlinence as the other folded up -=- @ being established in the
very month that Spacewarp was given up by LKapp. It was of course
coincidental that the magazine was begun thern, but not that 1t be-~
came the leader in fandom. The loss of the previous rallylng point
left fandom wlthout a fanzine wnich seemed to exprecs the spirit of
the times, and it was natural that fans would find the best posslble
candidate and rally behind it. In other words, the fannish trends
directed the destinles of the fanzlnes, rather than the fanzines
directing the trendes. There is, of course, an lnteraction beiwsen
fandom and the fanzines -- as 1ls shown in the imitations of Quandry
that sprang up ~- but I think a fanzine btecomes & leader 1in fandom
llke Q mostly because 1t s the best medlum for the expression of
fannigh thoughts. Vamplre, Spacewarp, and Quandry were alike in
appealing to the top fans as a place for thelr best efforts, and all
three catered more to fandom than to sclence fictlion. I doubt that
any fanzine llke SFBulletin can become the center of fandom for that
reason. The oresent era 1s unilque in not havling any clearcut leader,
but perhape in hindsight we wlll realize that Psychotic 1s Jjust as
much of a leader as Q was. I doubt it -- though I think Psychotle
1s a very fine fanzlne. If Psychotic 1s not, we can be sure that
before the year 1s much older, some nsw fanzine wlill begin to make
fandom take notlce and thereafter gradually emsrge ag the real leader.
I hope it :hows up pretty soon; outside of Geis’ magazline and Hyphen,
the fannish crop 1sn’t too robust. We need a2 new grcen giant.

((Indeed we do need a new fannlsh green giant. As you
say, Psychotlc may turn out to be the ncw leader but 1f not,
then we've had a long perlod without a recognized leader.
While the last (offlcially last, that is) issue of Quandry
appeared 1n the fall of 1953, those last few issues seecmed
rather antl-climactlc after the splurge of issues in October
1952. Leeh had apparently lost interest in tine zine after
that binge and even though Welle helpzd to scatter a few more
issues over the followlng year, Quandry didn't seem to have
the appeal or spirit that it formerly had. So, as far as I'nm
concerned, Quandry really folded in the fall of 1952 and that
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'/ has left fandom without & rccognlized leader for about a year

*/ and a half. Green glant, where are you? {Quandery was always
\// my favorite zlne during it& exlistence. I'd like to have been
\ in fandom during Spacewarp's céay bvt that was before my time -~
. fandom~wise, that is. f A lot of fanzines have been started
and most have folded again (my own included) in the post-~Quandry
days but mocst of these have besen more 1nterested in sclence~
fictlion than in fandom. rr'oo bad. # I can't speak for Magnus
or Welle but I know that I'm just aiming at o small, intimate
inner circle so, for the success of my zine I'm hoolng that
fandom 1s shrinking. If it doesa't shrink, "n w1lll probably
split up into several "intimste inner circles", each with ite
own focal polnt....or maybe it slready hac. AL its present
slze, 1t scems to mwe that fandom is £00 laﬂﬂe to rally around
one focael point. But the picture will doubtliess be much
clearer in hindsight, to use your expresslcn. It does make
for interesting speculaticn now though.))
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"Shelby is elther decad or he doesn'’ t love me any more. "
e e W W R i e S e S e e e R W e AR A e e R A T I A S e W U 2R L B b B bR Dl e g EAR PT R S T Ee T L

A/%c PAUL MIVTELBUSCHER, 3398 th Stu Sgdn, Box 532, Keesler Alr
Force Base, Mlss.

oosBelleve 1t or not as you choose but I understand perfecltly
about your gafia feeling. Fandom and fanning doesn't hold the at-
traction for me it once did; in part I like to think Lt'z due to my
maturing. Not that I'm going snobbleh or anythling of & like nature;
I just view things in thelr proper perspective. S and fanning are
fascinating nobbles, excellent as any hobby can poesibly be, yet mak-
ing any one thing your r "way of life" or your reason for oxisting is
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wrong. Fans bear the brunt o. .2 eriticism in thelr effort "to
escape reallity", yet they are doinz nc more than countless others
who use Art, Mathematics, Sex, the Hcvies, Science. Sports. Liguor,
Dope or what-have-you to do this. It's a Jungle, and at the sams
time a senseless rat race, a thing of abswdlties and movement, of
the shifting of a graln of sand and the zight of mountains reduced
to dusi, of worms consuming corporaticn presidents- and bums, and the
chess pleces are brought into play, move a spoce or two and are re-
moved from the board. And some are hard-headed realists who live
for the day and strive for money, fzme, "happiness", or sexval satis~
faction. ‘lney desire materlial wealth, religious peace of mlndg, a
beautiful woman or perhans Immortality (5o little time, So little
time) and some few, llke me, want one thing. the answer to the ques-
tlon WHY. ST fans afrald of 1life? Let a psychiatrlet tell you how
many are afraid of 1life. If I only knew the reascn, (WEY, WHY?) I
for one would never feel fear (if wo only knew the rcason, IF there
is a recason).

Whether a letterzine will accomplish anythingz as to uniting
fandom 1s extrémely aquestlonable. The 1dez has tesn concelved and
executed previously with very 1ittle success. I don't bzlieve unity
wlll result but nevertheless 1t 1ls a ccmmendable inspiration, 1if
only that thus we shall have a place %o eipress our thoughts and an
exchange of knowledge is always bencflcial meihinks.

1°d like to be editing a zlne myself but things are so unset-
tled at present that it's almost out of the questicn. I1've long con-
sidered the possibllity of findilng a compstent (or more than one)
mimeograph cowner experienced at all neceesary to make a top draver
z2ine, problems of maierilal and money would be my concern exclusively
with he/them worrying only about prcduction. I1I've something slightly
simllar to SPACESHIP in mind. DBut enouvgh of thls dream dust lad.

P.S. All kidding aside, iz "Iupoff" really McCain??? --- boy,
what you mean by not publishing my last letter {commenting on MOTE
48) in #9, I wanted "Lupoff" to know that he was apprediated. Sir,
you are a blackgard and a cad. I1'm offended (no, I'm iilttelbuscher,
come to think of it). Just for that I'm not golng to buy you thai
printing press which I was gonna, with the fortune I've made selling
back lssues of STAR ROCKEYS to the Yogi's of Tibet. (well, it's
better than staring at your navel.)

((I'm not trylng to accompllish anything great with CONFAB;
just provide a place for en exchange of fannish idces. Good
enough? # No, "Lupoff" is definitely not MNeCain; not to my
knowledge, at least. You can check with Hich Lusoff yourself
1f you like. Last address I had of hls was was 335 Unlversity
Drive, Coral Gables, Florida. # Wish I'd hzave thought of that
ldez. STAR KOCKETS to Yogl's, yet. # Fandom as a way of
life? Not for me, thanks. Those who waat 1% azs such are wel-
come to 1t. To me, fanning 1s a great hobby, but no more. I
ecan't say that fandom holds any less attractlion for me than it
over did, but I have lost some of the "franticness" of my
carller days. And for the better, I fezl.))
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"If you can't use the article, burn it and scatter the aches
over your ditto."
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HAIL, SHAPIKRC, 2089 Glements Ave., Detrolt 6, Mich.

.»..3ince robiring from actlve participation in the Alr Farce,
I have been undergoing the customary period of readjustment {loafing)
and now have several things in the mill....

Sure locks as Aif Cantin hag burned hlmself out. The way he
abruptly dropped everything right in the middle of things indicates
as much. "hat cecems to ke what havpens when people (fans, that 1s)
get off too quickly and get into the river before trying out the
creek and stream. Gusss I was lucky.

Did I mention to you the 1deas I had on the STF DIGEST 1ldea...?

{{(Yes, you did -- and I'll give them here for the bene-
fit of the others from your earlisr letter....))

«»eA8 to the perfect prozline as projected by lr. Lupoiff. That
shouldn't be too nuch of an effort. Simply form a corporation of
fans who will put cut a new prozine to be called, slmply, SCIENCE
FICTION DIGEST. “hey will run the zine on the same order as READER'S
DIGES!? #MAGAZINZ DIGEST? EVERYBODI'S DIGEST? ad nauseum. That 1s,
obtaln permisslion from Street & Smith, Zirff-Davis, Del iway, Lovwndes,
the Thrilling group, and all others (not excluding Mr., Gernsback who
occasionally comes up with something good) to reprint stories they
publish a fow months later. Of course, you wouldn't c2tisfy every-
one this way either. But I'm willing to bet that such a 2inse would
prosper, if{ it could ever get sterted. I'm willing to edit ihe
thing 17 scmeone will put up the money and take care of the legal
éetails. Any offers?

({Someocne's been stealing ydur ideas, Hal. Have you

scen tha new SCIENCE FICTION DIGEST put out by Specific Fie-

/ tlon Corp.? Incidentally, if anyone doubis your prowess in
':Tthe Hostradamua business, I should say that your letter in
I which you gave those ide2s was dated September 29, 1953.))
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"Grennell could be anotiher Hoffman...lf he wanted to take a trip
to Denmarik,®
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DEAN A. GHENNELIL, 402 Hapls Avenue, Fond du lac, Wisc.

..
n

-+ CONFAB cghovs promise of belng another fine bit of fannlsh
business. Your id as you set it forth, is a very good one. More
interest in fane, in sf...1ots of letiers and comment...l sure
hope that the letlers are Torihcomiug. Grue 15, you may remehber,
was much on this line. If I wasn't so furshlugginer busy, I would
dearly love to turn out one tco on this line again. But it 1s not
for me at this time. 1I'll do well to get the sapszine done in time
and then 1it’'ll be time for another crack at Grue.

Can you figuro out why I might like to nome a zine BLEEN?

GRUE & BLEEN or BrRUE & GLEEN or BREEN & CGLUE....O0 well.

Yeah~--1I sure as hell think there is lots more room for friendly
fannlsh chatter and scant need for any more of this frantic name-~
calling and "helpful" criticizlng that we've seen so much of lately.

»ool agree with you that Coilc' P2YCHOTIC 1s one of the few

really good fanzines abroad thess 7 =. Heybe it only seems good
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P Lol vl oilied HODGE PODGE. Do you...

by comparlson but iy 's
ocne that the Sntre sisctc
get thils'm?

And I must plead gullity to uzing 8il sorts of furrin languages
in my varioues mags You narrcwliy missed seeing an interlineation
in Arabic last the. Things have cone to a pretiy oass. ‘Lhanks
for the warning.

Anyone for Swahlli?

Did you know that Bob Silverberg has sold & novel tc Crowell?
Yup--got $250 advance on 1t already %too.

3]

0
h)

((I'm nct sure 1f I get this "blcen & prue" business.
Slnce you mentioned sapsainco, am I f¢5rt 1“ usﬁuming that
you're pubbing a sapszine called BLEEN? [/ llope, I haven't
seen HODGu PODCE yet, but have heard cuite a bit about L. I
guese 1'll have to get desperate and sead in a cash sub
(perish the thoughi) if I want %o ses the 2zine. # Congrats
to Bob Silverberg on the sale. llore darn fans writing novels
these days. I notice that Morlon Zinmer Bradley has a story
in the current F&SF. Maybe the daye of pro-writers rising
from the fan ranks isn't past after all.))
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"Things I would never think o* wrlting on seen o tickle their
1maclnﬂtions 1ike a Fuller Bruch men in a dis+ coJonyo
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(continued from page 1.)
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fandom. As a matter of fact, I think there's room for quite & few
of the frluud;ier—bype fanzines in curreal fandom. The present
fanzinse fleid ls gettlng feeblexr by the day....not necessarily
fewer, just feehler. More and moire are uzvlng to put oul amateur-
type sclence fictlon zines buwb very few have real fanzires where
you feal you could "take your sheces off, relax and have a good tims
being your naturalloutishk self”, to quote Dean Sremnell. There are
exceptlons, of course, but they are few liay they go forth and
nultiply.

I'm looking forward wlth somcvhat mixsd emotions to the
coming summar months. t the mnd oi the school seasunt sgveral
fans will bo getting several months summer vacaetlon Irom college---
fans who had been qulte actlive but have boen mighty culet recently.
I'm wondering if the months away from hyper-fan-sccilvity have
caught on or if they'll ve baczk with their old fever come 3uBMET.

I know that 1n my case, a few months of gaf;e lacst SuUTHEer has lin-
gered on and merely teapered off into a mlléer form of the dieseace.

I nevev have gotten completc]y over the qtts. ck. Probabhly never will.
And 1t 's probably for the best too. I don't think a fan can keep

up that fever pitch of fanactivity of hls earliler davs for more than
a couple of years. Then you'll elther taper off or burn out com-
pletely. 4and I've come to prefer & blt more lelsurely nace. (011
up my rocking chalilr, mew.)

Seeme like everyone hac recently discovered Arthur C. Clarke's
CHILDHOOD'S END. Three fanzines, DAWN, PSYCHOTIC, and GREY, ar-
rived yesterdey and cach of them had a rave for Lhe story. What is
this...a publiclty campaign? Or are the Fenanish minds running in
the same channel again? I plcked up the Bzllentine book & couple
of months 2zo. Gonne have to get around tc reading it cne of these
first months, I guess....along wlth aboul six or eight others that
have aigumu1°ted around here. ; ;:xq‘ ........ ;

Ah, procrastination... ﬁw#; PRt o
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Robert Peatrowsky
Box 634
Norfolk, NebDr.
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